
Did You Know?
According to the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, in 2015, there were 
1,345,500 �res reported in the United 
States. These �res caused 3,280 civilian 
deaths, 15,700 civilian injuries, and 
$14.3 billion in property damage.
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Myths About Renters’ Insurance

For Rent
I’ve had the opportunity to test some remodeling skills on a couple 
properties now, but I am about to embark on my biggest challenge yet 
with a new rental property! 

At �rst glance, this house looks like it may be easier just to bulldoze the 
whole thing and start right over! BUT…. �ipping properties has always 
been a dream of mine and with a lot of work and patience, the house 
will be good as new and will make the perfect home for a family!

Let me start by saying that I am not a real estate agent, nor a �nancial 
advisor, so I am not quali�ed to tell you what is and is not a good 
investment. What I can say is that many individuals see the bene�ts of investing in real estate, whether it is intended to �ip and 
sell, or use as a passive rental income property. It may take some time to recoup your initial investment, but with the right 
property, there could be a great opportunity to create a supplemental income and if you are passionate about home remodeling 
and DIY projects like me, you can enjoy the process along with way!
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Spicy Creamy Shrimp Enchiladas
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The prize for the month of April:

  RED COPPER MUG 

CLJ Risk Management 
Referral Rewards 
Program
•  Receive a $10 GIFT CARD for EVERY person referred for a quote
•  Each referral enters you into a monthly drawing for COOL PRIZES
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Humor
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INSIDE...

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Ray and Glenda Martin won 
the March prize, the atomic beam light.

+ to qualify for the gift card and drawing, the referral must 
    receive a quote
+ no obligation to purchase
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Ingredients 

12 oz large shrimp
1 small yellow onion
2 large jalapenos, seeded
2 medium tomatoes "on a vine'
1-2 Tbsp vegetable oil for cooking
1½ cups heavy cream
½ cup sour cream
2 garlic cloves
¼ tsp cayenne pepper
¼ tsp chipotle chili powder
¼ tsp cumin
Salt
4 medium tortillas (�our tortillas 
recommended)
About 5 oz Monterrey Jack cheese, 
grated
 
Instructions

1.Preheat oven to 350 and grease a 
9-inch baking dish.
2.Preheat oil in a large cooking pan over 

medium heat.
3.Slice onions and seeded jalapenos 
thinly and dice tomatoes.
4.Saute veggies with some salt until 
softened.
5.Whisk heavy cream, sour cream, 
pressed garlic, spices and salt in a 
mixing bowl and add it to the pan with 
veggies. Stir well.
6.Add shrimp and cook, still over 
medium heat, until shrimp is almost 
done.
7.Add some cheese in the center of 
each tortilla.
8.Using slotted spoon, scoop out about 
a quarter of shrimp/veggie mixture, 
draining most of the sauce, into the 
tortilla. Roll tortilla and place it in the 
baking dish, seam down. Repeat with 
remaining tortillas, shrimp and veggies.
9.Pour sauce over enchiladas and 
spread remaining cheese on top.
10.Bake for 15-18 minutes.
11.Serve right away.

Over the years in my profession, I have 
heard too many stories about renters that 
lost their belongings due to perils such as 
�re, theft, vandalism, water damage, you 
name it! I encourage every single person 
renting to carry at least the minimum 
amount of coverage which is usually about 
$15,000. I’ve heard many di�erent objec-
tions as to why people do not wish to carry 
renters insurance. Here are a few common 
objections and reason why renters do need 
to carry renters insurance:
 
“I don’t have enough stu� to worry about 
carrying coverage.” Many people do not 
realize how fast things can add up. Renters 
insurance will cover more expensive items 
such as appliances and furniture as well as 

clothing, electronics, down to the small 
things such as towels, silverware, etc. A one 
bedroom apartment could very easily cost 
$15,000 to replace belongings.
“My landlord’s insurance policy covers my 
belongings.” While some landlords may 
cover their tenants’ property, in most cases 
landlords are carrying a policy that only 
covers their liability, the structure and their 
own contents.
“Renters insurance is too expensive.” Factors 
that a�ect insurance rates are geographical 
location, prior claims, credit, amount of 
coverage, and several others. Rates can be 
as little as under $10 a month for minimal 
coverage – this is just cents a day! Would 
you rather pay $15 a month for renters 
insurance, or $15,000 to buy all new stu� if 
there is a burglary or �re?
 
Don’t wait until it’s too late to get coverage!

Agent Andrew Mercado, at the 7th Annual 
Community Spring Carnival. The event 
helps provide teacher training, library 
books and technology for a broader 
approach to education.
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PERSONAL
  Auto
  Home
  Renters
  Rental Property
  Mobile/Manufactured Homes
  Umbrella
  Windstorm
  Flood
  Builders Risk (homeowners)
 
TOYS
  Motorcycles & Scooters
  Watercraft
  Antique & Classic Vehicles
  Motor Home & RV
  Trailer
  ATVs
  Pet Insurance
 
BUSINESS
  General Liability
  Professional Liability
  Commercial Property
  Commercial Auto
  Workers Comp
  Builders Risk (builders)
  Errors & Ommissions
  Bonds
 
LIFE/FINANCIAL 
SERVICES
  Term Life Insurance
  Whole Life Insurance
  Universal Life Insurance
  Annuities
  Group Life Insurance

For Rent, (continued from front)

This leads me into this month’s topic about insuring investment properties. It is important to insure the property correctly so our 
liability coverage protects you in the event someone is injured or their property is damaged, as well as protecting the structure 
and any contents you may own that are on the premises. Here are a few tips to ensure you have the appropriate coverage:

1.Know the property & occupancy type. Is it a single family or multi-family dwelling? Is it for residential or commercial usage? Is it 
a condo or town home? Is it currently occupied or vacant? Is it completed or under construction? This will determine the type of 
policy that needs to be written.
2.Do you have any contents inside the home? For example, will you provide appliances, furniture, etc.? Insurance policies will 
typically have little to no coverage for the owner’s contents so it is very important to include coverage for personal property if 
you will have any on premises.
3.It is important to insure the property for replacement cost, even if you purchase it for less than market value, which will apply 
in many cases of real estate investing. In the event of a �re, the appropriate coverage will not only insure you are able to have 
your initial investment covered, but also be able to repair or rebuild the home. 
4.Carry liability coverage to cover your assets. You do not want to be in a lawsuit and pay money out of your own pocket because 
your liability coverage was not su�cient. It is also wise to have your tenants carry renters’ insurance to cover them for liability.
5. Your policy does not cover your tenants’ personal 
property. It is a common practice to require tenants to carry renter’s insurance. This will give them coverage for their belongings 
and as mentioned above, provide them with liability protection as well. 

These few tips will help guide you in insuring your investment. Once you have found a property, get it properly insured and 
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CONGRATULATIONS

April showers bring more than just rain….they bring mosquitos! 
Mosquitos can cause a variety of health and skin problems for your 
pets. Keep your pets safe by preventative vaccines and if they are 
bitten, treat them quickly!
 


